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'Hiis is daven>memo>daisy.chain.disk 
15-may-85 

from daven 
to everybody 

There seems to be some confusion as to the structure of the external 
disk daisy-chain. While there are many versions floating around 
in the air and there are several explanations as to why they exist, I 
will only state the true situation so as to avoid new confusions. 

1. Only one (1) (uno) (ichi) external drive in the daisy chain is 
allowed to draw power from the main computer, (period) 

All other drives in the daisy chain MUST have their own power supply. 

2. External disk drives that have a power supply in them will pass the 
+5 and +12 lines from their input cable to their output connector. 

3. External disk drives without a power supply in them will NOT pass 
the +12 line to the output connector, and will pass the +5 line 
from their input cable THRU A IK RESISTOR to their output connector. 

4. ALL external disk drives will have two signal connections; an input 
cable and an output connector. 

5. External disk drives that have a power supply in them MUST also 
have a voltage monitor that watches the +5 signal on its input 
cable and disables the write signal when the voltage falls below 
the 'safe' 1imit. 


Thank you for reading this 
If you think its wrong, tuff. 


brought to you by 
andy finkel 



